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Overview

Lesson Overview

Students will compare traditions in their community to traditions outside their
community. Students will use their personal experience to connect to the
curriculum. They will share their family culture and traditions to understand
how groups of people connect to the environment.

Author(s) Ana Campos Davila

Grade Level/ Elementary, K-3

Course

Standards 2.2.e. ldentify cultural and family traditions and their connections to other

groups and the environment.

Time Required

30-45 min

Topics Celebrations/ceremonies, Culture/identity issues, Families, Food/cooking
Outline topics: Food; Key transitions, birth to death;
Time Period 1940-1965

Tags (key words)

tradition, Christmas, Culture/identity issues, Families, Food/cooking,
Celebrations/ceremonies

Preparation (Links to worksheets, primary sources and other materials):

Materials

Resources/Links

Women eating together-
http://bocolatinohistory.colorado.edu/photograph/family-gathering-3

Andrew and Priscilla Tafoya with family on wedding day
http://longmont.pastperfectonline.com/photo/E820A44B-4547-46A3-
98FD-925091959042

Girl with Santa Claus-
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http://bocolatinohistory.colorado.edu/photograph/qgirl-with-santa-claus-
color-photo

Group of children with pinata-
http://bocolatinohistory.colorado.edu/photograph/group-of-children-

with-pinata

Christmas-
http://bocolatinohistory.colorado.edu/photograph/ray-and-angie-perez-
decorating-a-christmas-tree-color-photo

Lesson Procedure (Step by Step Instructions):

Introduce the lesson reading the book Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto.
Tell the students to think about what memories the story brings.

After the story, create an inside-outside circle “fish bowl” where the students will pair up with
someone to share their memory.

Ask students to share a time when their family made tamales. Why was the day important?
Allow students to share their thinking.
Using a circle map, each student will create a circle map with his/her family traditions.

After each student has completed the circle map, share the pictures linked to the resources to
discuss their observations.

Have students circle or highlight the traditions/celebrations they have in common with the pictures
provided.

Share with the students that the families in the pictures have Mexican background like some of the
students and people with similar cultural background share similar traditions and celebrations.

Now you may discuss some celebrations and traditions around the United States that are different
than the ones shared by the students.

The students will write a sentence using the sentence frame:

My family celebrates with

In the United States people celebrate with

My family celebrates birthdays with family and pinatas.

In the United States people celebrate birthdays with barbecues.

or

In the United States people celebrate Thanksgiving with family and eating Turkey.
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Evaluation/Assessment: (Methods for collecting evidence of student learning)

Check the students’ sentences, ensure they fit framework.

My family celebrates with

In the United States people celebrate with
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